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Gulf Oil Dragracing suffer back to back pain 
 
Litlington, Cambridgeshire, UK, 22nd  August 2011 

The Gulf Oil – Grand Prix Originals Top Fuel Bike team embarked on the taxing back to back 
weekend events of the Sunoco Drag Challenge in Norway and NitrOlympX in Germany with 
determination to put the first round redlight in Finland behind them and regain momentum in 
their championship chase. 

Sunoco Drag Challenge, Gardermoen, Norway 

The team arrived in Oslo to find a country still numb with shock at the terrible events in this very 
city where 77 people lost their lives less than two weeks before. In a strangely peaceful moment 
at the racetrack next to the main Oslo Airport runway a minutes silence was held in 
remembrance of those who tragically lost their lives. 
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Not for the first time this season the weather was none too kind when the first day of qualifying 
was cancelled due to heavy rain, but Saturday dawned brighter and the team took to the track 
for their first qualifier. And what a run it was with an off the trailer best for the all new machine 
of 6.254 secs at a fantastic 236.71 mph (380.95 kmh) to zoom straight into number one qualifier 
position, and despite a roll off the throttle at mid track. The speed was one half of a new 
European record if backed up within 1% and within the top ten fastest speeds ever recorded in 
the world. With two more qualifiers and raceday eliminations to come it seemed a new record 
was on the cards.    

 

The second and third qualifiers of the day saw the team post the second quickest time of the 
day with a 6.41 (again with a mid track roll off the throttle) but no new record yet. However, 
they finished the day in number one qualifier position and were looking good for raceday. 

 



-3- 

Alas, it was not to be when the weather conspired to beat them on raceday and persistent rain 
ended the race prematurely without a Top Fuel Bike class wheel turned in anger. 

The team left the event for the following weekend’s event in Germany with a slight 
improvement in their Championship position, but disappointed at being unable to capitalize on 
their qualifying performance. 

NitrOlympX, Hockenheim, Germany 

 A team favourite event, not least of which due to the large crowds, German team fans, luxury 
pit garages and the presence of an impressive team garage set up by their German based co 
sponsors Grand Prix Originals. 

 

The team took to the track for their first qualifier to build on their stellar performance in Norway 
the previous week when disaster struck. A cam chain broke mid track and King coasted to the 
finish line without power. 

Back in the pit garage the damage was worse than hoped; a number of valves were badly 
damaged and required replacing. However, the team did not have enough spares of the type 
required to completely repair the damage and spent the next hours feverishly scouring the 
world for replacements. However, the fact that it was Friday afternoon and the only 
replacements were in the US meant that they could not be delivered in time. 

Not wishing to disappoint the fans on raceday the team decided on the risky option of repairing 
the inlet valves that were unable to be replaced and sitting out the remaining qualifiers and 
planned appearance in the impressive Nightshow. 

The vagaries of the elimination ladder meant that the team would meet the veteran multiple 
British Champion Steve Woollatt in the first round. At the last moment (when in stage) King 
decided to risk complete engine devastation for the show and followed Woollatt up the track on 
partial throttle before unleashing full power from mid track on. Unfortunately, the bike suffered 
a steering wobble that necessitated King rolling off the throttle before winding the power back 
on and chasing Woollatt to the finish. However, it was not to be as King just passed his 
opponent a few inches after the finish of what was a thrilling race. 
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To make matters worse for the team’s Championship chances an on form Peter Svensson and a 
fortuitous ladder for Petri Paljakka saw both dramatically close the gap on King’s lead and put 
them less than one elimination round win behind King going into what should be an exciting 
Championship finale in Santa Pod, UK from 8th – 11th September.            

Pictures courtesy of Ivan Sansom, Rose Hughes & Marius van der Zijden           
 
The team is extremely proud to be supported by many leaders in their chosen markets in their 
quest for an unprecedented sixth European Championship title: - 
 
APE  - The world’s most innovative manufacturer of aftermarket parts for race bikes 
COMETIC GASKETS - The Premier Manufacturer of racing gaskets 
BELL HELMETS - The ultimate iconic helmet brand 
GATES - The world’s most trusted name in drive belts, hoses and hydraulics 
GOEDHALS - The name in precision specialist gear cutting 
GOODRIDGE - The most innovative and the best in fluid transfer systems 
GRAND PRIX ORIGINALS - The brand for drive and lifestyle, past and present 
GULF OIL INTERNATIONAL - The world’s most iconic brand in automotive fuels and lubricants 
HYPERPRO - The leading producer of progressive suspension products for motor bikes 
JE PISTONS - The world's premier manufacturer of high performance forged pistons 
KENT CAMS - Specialists in motor sport camshaft manufacture, short runs and one -off’s 
KIBBLEWHITE PRECISION MACHINING - The highest quality valve train components available 
KING RACING – The most successful Top Fuel Bike team in European Dragracing history   
MICKEY THOMPSON - Simply the best drag race tyres in the world 
MRE -  Leaders in trackside support for drag race components and air shifting systems 
MTC ENGINEERING - Manufacturer of clutches for the fastest motorcycles in the world 
NITROSHUTTER - Europe’s leading dragracing photojournalists  
NCTENGINEERING - Manufacturer of the world’s leading non contact torque sensors for motorsport 
PORTABLE SHADE - The best custom branded collapsible canopies available 
PRO ALLOY MOTORSPORT - The UK’s leading fabricator of alloy tanks, intercoolers and radiators 
PSYCLEWORKZ - The UK’s best custom and race fabricators and innovators 
PUMA ENGINEERING - Manufacturer of the world’s most powerful motorcycle engines 
RSG CUSTOMIZE - The UK’s most creative website designers and vinyl artists 
VANSON LEATHERS - The most iconic brand in motorsport leather goods 
WORLDWIDE BEARINGS - The world’s leading supplier of ceramic bearings for racing 
ZODIAC - Europe’s largest supplier of performance and aftermarket HD parts 

 
For more on information on King Racing, visit www.kingracing.com 

http://www.aperaceparts.com/
http://www.cometiceurope.com/
http://www.craft-helmets.com/
http://www.gates.com/
http://www.goedhals.nl/
http://www.goodridge.net/
http://www.grandprix-originals.com/
http://www.gulfoilltd.com/
http://www.hyperpro.com/
http://www.jepistons.com/
http://www.kentcams.com/
http://www.kpmivalvetrain.com/
http://www.kingracing.com/
http://www.mickeythompsontires.com/
http://www.murdochracing.com/
http://www.mtceng.com/
http://www.nitroshutter.com/
http://www.ncte.de/
http://www.portable-shade.com/
http://www.proalloy.co.uk/
http://www.psycleworkz.com/
http://www.pumaengineering.com/
http://www.customize.co.uk/
http://www.vansonleathers.com/
http://www.worldwidebearings.com/
http://www.zodiac.nl/
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